







































































The first known inhabitants were the Valley Nisenan Native
Americans. These individuals were of the southern Maidu tribe
who made their home in the drainages of the American, Yuba and
Bear Rivers. They were hunters, gatherers and fishermen. The
oak trees' acorn crops were considered to be an important part of
their diet, although not the sole source of nutrition. Deer and
elk were hunted by bow and arrow, nets, deadfalls, traps and
snares. In and around the City of Roseville deep middens,
cemeteries, bedrock mortars and artifacts have been found, par-
ticularly around Dry Creek. A typical group would control a
defined geographic area of +100 miles. The population of Nisenan
was largely eliminated by disease brought in by the influx of
BEuro-American settlers starting in the 1830's.

The first European exploration of the area was conducted by
a by a Spaniard by the name of Gabriel Moraga between 1806 and
1808. The purpose of this visit was to search for prospectivé
mission sites,'runaway Indians and to punish those Indians found
to be hostile to Spanish rule. Jedediah Smith and his party of
fur trappers is thought to have visited this region for beaver
pelts between 1827-1828. By the 1850's +10,000 people were
thought to inhabit the area as part of the "Gold Rush" initiated
in 1848. By this time the Nisenan population had largely been
eliminated by disease or had left the area.

Following a lapse in mining activities, the area began to be
cultivated for agricultural products. Eventually the City of
Roseville was formed as a hub for ranching and farming and as the
switching yard facilities for the transcontinental railroad over
the Sierra Nevada's.

Over the past 50 years or so, the area has largely developed
into a rural residential and farming community, distinctly dif-
ferent then the more urbanized communities of Roseville to the
north and east and Antelope to the south. This plan recognizes
this rich historical past and attempts to provide goals and

policies which encourage efforts to maintain the uniqueness of

the area.
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Recreation

Specific information related to recreational facilities is
found in the Parks and Recreation section of the Community
Development Element.

Implementation

All historical and archaeological sites should be located
and evaluated. If deemed important, these sites should be made
known to the Placer County Historical Advisory Board. This Board
may support a listing of the site with the State of California as
a Point of Historical Interest. Furthermore, all known sites
should be brought to the attention of the County Museum's office
whose staff and volunteers will be implementing a cultural
resource inventory throughout Placer County.

>Park development in the Plan area shall consider multi-use
functions for open space which includes the preservation of sig-
nificant cultural or historical sites. The dedication of land
and/or payment of fees which is used to acquire, improve, or en-
hance park sites shall be made a part of the land development
review process in this Plan area and be specifically applied to
development of park facilities in recognition of the goals and

policies stated herein.
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